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1. USC Global Conversation - the future of the global economy , London, UK, Oct. 8-9, 2012
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2. USC Marshall Pacific Rim Business Forum, Bali, Indonesia, Oct. 18-20, 2012
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3. USC Global Conference, Seoul, Korea, May 23-25, 2013
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1. Does Power Cloud the Ability to Make Good Decisions?
B4 g R EA R TR Y

That same oil rig exploded, killing 11 workers and causing a massive spill

that cost BP an estimated $100 billion.

Grave consequences can result from bad decisions made by people in
Iéeadership positions. Case in point: the 2009 Gulf of Mexico oil rig
isaster.

British Petroleum (BP) executives had downplayed potential risks
associated with their oil well, claiming that it was virtually impossible that a
major accident would ever occur.

For USC Marshall School of Business professor Nathanael Fast and his co-authors, the case
represents only one example that illustrates a fundamental truth in the world of business:
Unconstrained power can hinder decision-making.

“Power and Overconfident Decision-making,” Fast’s recent stud%/ co-authored with Niro Sivanathan
of London Business School, Nicole D. Mayer of the University of lllinois, Chicago, and Adam
Galinsky of the Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University, helps explain how
power can fuel overconfidence, which has a negative impact on decision-making. 4= 35
http://news.usc.edu/#!/article/40778/eye-movements-could-help-in-diagnosis-of-neurological-disorders/

2. Scientists Twist Light to Send Data
PE RS ERR R L BET A

A multinational team led by USC with researchers hailing from the United
States, China, Pakistan and Israel has developed a system of
transmitting data using twisted beams of light at ultra-high speeds — up
to 2.56 terabits per second.

To put that in perspective, broadband cable (which you probably used to
download thisg)supports up to about 30 megabits per second. The
twiste%—light system transmits more than 85,000 times more data per
second.

Their work might be used to build high-speed satellite communication links, short free-space
terrestrial links, or potentially be adapted for use in the fiber optic cables that are used by some
Internet service providers.

“You’re able to do things with light that gou can’t do with electricity,” said Alan Willner, electrical
engineering professor at the USC Viterbi School of Engineering and the corresponding author of an
article about the research that was published in Nature Photonics on June 24. “That’s the beauty of
light; it's a bunch of photons that can be manipulated in many different ways at very high speed.”

2 EE R hnttpi//news.usc.edu/#!/article/36274/scientists-twist-light-to-send-data/

3. Fasting Might Boost Chemo's Cancer-Busting Properties
BRI E ST A G PR R R b

HUNGER GAINS: A new study in mice suggests that fasting might not only protect human cells



http://globalconference2013.usc.edu/
http://translate.google.com.tw/?hl=zh-TW&tab=wT#en/zh-TW/neurological%20disorder
http://translate.google.com.tw/?hl=zh-TW&tab=wT#en/zh-TW/neurological%20disorder

against damage from chemotherapy--but that it could also make the
treatment more deadly for cancer cells.

Anew animal study suggests that short-term starvation might improve
outcomes for cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy.

Cancer treatment can be brutal for patients. Many of the tools we
have—chemotherapy, radiation—are big, blunt weapons that deal
ﬁunishing blows to healthy tissues along with cancerous ones. So the
unt has been on for more and more finely targeted therapies that will
attack malignant cells yet minimize damage to patients' bodies.

But a new study shows that we might be able to catch cancer cells off guard by using an ancient
and body-wide tactic: fasting.

Fasting has long been practiced as part of various cultural traditions and has, more recently, gained
favor in alternative and complementary medicine practices. But researchers are still figuring out

whether nutritional deprivation can prevent or cure some diseases—and if so, how. % 3
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article.cfm?id=fasting-might-boost-chemo

4. USC Viterbi Researchers Work on a Robot's Touch
BhAIERARATHBE A S TR

What does a robot feel when it touches something? Little or nothing — until
now. But with the right sensors and software, robots can be given the sense
of feel or at least the ability to identify different materials by touch.

Researchers at the USC Viterbi School of Engineering published a_study on
June 18 in the journal Frontiers in Neurorobofics showing that a specially
designed robot can outperform humans in identifying a wide range of natural
materials according to their textures, paving the way for advancements in
prostheses, personal assistive robots and consumer product testing.

P The robot was equipped with a new type of tactile sensor built to mimic
the human fingertip. It also used a newly designed algorithm to make
decisions about how to explore the outside world by imitating human
strategies. Capable of other human sensations, the sensor can also tell
where and in which direction forces are applied to the fingertip, as well as
the thermal properties of an object being touched.

Like the human finger, the BioTac® sensor has a soft, flexible skin over a liquid filling. The skin has
fingerprints on its surface, greatly enhancing its sensitivity to vibration. As the finger slides over a
textured surface, the skin vibrates in characteristic ways. These vibrations are detected by a
hydrophone inside the bone-like core of the finger. The human finger uses similar vibrations to
identify textures, but the robot finger is even more sensitive. 4= 3G k.
http://news.usc.edu/#!/article/35962/usc-viterbi-researchers-work-on-a-robots-touch/

4. Can Daydreaming Improve Academics?
e P ¥ A A R Een

At a time of high-stakes testing in schools, a USC paﬂer in press at the journal
Perspectives on Psychological Science reveals that the long-lost art of
introspection — and yes, even daydreaming — may be more valuable than one

thought.

According to the paper, diminishing opportunities for youn? people to look
inward and reflect could have negative effects on their well-being,morality and
academic success. USC assistant professor Mary Helen Immordino-Yang co-
authored the paper, “Rest Is Not Idleness,” which examines the neurobiology of
the brain at rest or in “default mode.”

. Individual differences in the ways a person’s brain activates during rest relate to
socioemotional functioning like self-awareness, moral judgment and memory,
as well as learning, such as reading comprehension and divergent thinking.
Brain activation during rest also predicts how well people will perform attention-

demanding tasks afterward. “We focus on the outside world in education and don’t look much at

inwardly focused reflective skills and attentions, but inward focus impacts the way we build
memories, make meaning and transfer that learning into new contexts,” she said. “What are we

doing in schools to support kids turning inward?” 43754
http://news.usc.edu/#!/article/34757/can-daydreaming-improve-academics/
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5. If You See It, You'll Want to Eat It
BRI, A R

It's late at night when a food craving suddenly hits. You happen to look
at an image of a cupcake, and soon after, you find yourself consuming a
sugary soda. Lack of willpower? Perhaps. But researchers at the Keck

y School of Medicine of USC have another explanation: Viewing images
of high-calorie foods may bring on high-calorie cravings.

At The Endocrine Society’s annual meeting on July 23-26 in Houston,
USC researchers demonstrated how viewing pictures of high-fat foods and drinking sweetened
beverages while viewing the pictures stimulate appetite and reward centers in the brain.

“Studies have shown that advertisements featuring food make us think of eating, but our research
looked at how the brain responds to food cues and how that increases hunger and desire for certain
foods,” said Kathleen Page, principal investigator and assistant professor of clinical medicine at the
Keck School. “This stimulation of the brain’s reward areas may contribute to overeating and obesity,
and has important public health implications.” &%
http://news.usc.edu/#!/article/36385/if-you-see-it-youll-want-to-eat-it/
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* The USC Division of Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy was ranked No. 1 in
Occupational Therapy, rising from No. 3 last year (USC B inf f 2 & % = F = 5 7 &% —)

* The USC Division of Biokinesiology and Physical Therapy was ranked No. 1 in Physical Therapy
for the ninth consecutive year (= 4 * Biokinesiology fr4= ;a5 » @ F % 4 & o £ 5 1)

* The USC Price School (= % st . £ 1x) -
: No. 4 for Health Policy and Management
: No. 6 in Public Affairs, up from No. 7 last year
: No. 6 for Public Management Administration
: No. 7 for City Management and Urban Policy
: No. 7 for Nonprofit Management
: No. 9 in Social Policy
: No. 12 for Public Policy Analysis
: and No. 21 for Public Finance and Budgeting

* The USC Rossier School (%7 %) -
: No. 7 for Higher Education Administration
: No. 8 in terms of Largest Education Programs
: No. 11 for Education Administration and Supervision
: No. 15 among Best Education Schools

* The USC Marshall School (7 5 Ix) -
: No. 7 for International
: No. 7 for Accounting
: No. 8 for Best Part-Time M.B.A. program
: No. 10 in Entrepreneurship
: No. 10 among Executive M.B.A. program
: No. 21 for Best Business Schools.

* The USC Roski School (£ w5 1) -
: No. 8 in Multimedia/Visual Communications
: No. 36 for Fine Arts, up from No. 37 last year.
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* The USC School of Pharmacy was No. 10 in Pharmacy, up from 15 last year. 2 #| £ & % -
* The USC School of Social Work ranked No. 11 in Social Work. 4+1 £ % -+ -

* The USC Viterbi School (1 £ %) -

: No. 12 among Best Engineering Schools
: No. 20 for Computer Science

* The USC Gould School was No. 18 among Best Law Schools. i# & &% + ~
* The USC Dornsife College ranked No. 18 in Clinical Psychology. &/ <~ 325 % -+ ~

* The Keck School of USC (¥ # I=) -
: No. 34 for Best Medical Schools - Research
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